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P.O.Box 2019 02, 20209 Hamburg, Germany, Tel: 0049(0)163 902 78 19
Collection of signatures for the release of political prisoners in Libya

In Tripolis, Libya on the 14th February 2007 14 human rights activists were arrested for calling to attend a demonstration against the systematic repression and corruption in their country. In November their trial began before the State Security Court, which is renowned for its tough sentences (life imprisonment, death penalties).

The conditions in prison and the trial procedures do not comply with those in a state under the rule of law: The prisoners are locked up in dark underground cells: Two prisoners to each cell of 2m X1.50m.They report of torture and mistreatment. Legal representation by lawyers is annulled: being state civil servants, the lawyers allocated to them do not enjoy the prisoners´ trust. Besides, they only have contact to them during court hearings.

At the beginning of November the prisoners entered into an unlimited hunger strike. They are demanding their immediate release. No doctors are available to them. Brutal force is used on them to try and break the hunger strike.
The names of those arrested on 16th February 2007 are:

1.
Dr. Idris Boufayed, doctor

2.
Gamal Al-Haji, writer

3.
Farid Al Zwai, writer

4.
Ala Al Dresi

5.
Al Hadi Saleh Hmed, lawyer

6.
Farag Saleh Hmed

7.
Adel Saleh Hmed

  8.
Ali Saleh Hm5ed

  9.
Al Sadeq Saleh Hmed

10.
Bashir Qasem Al Harez

11.
Ahmed Yousef Al Abedi

12.
Al Sadeq Gashout

13.
Gumaa Boufay

14.
Abdul Rahman Al Getewi 

There is reason to fear that the two last-mentioned, Gumaa Boufayed und Abdul Rahman Al Getewi have died under torture. Up to now they have never appeared in court. 
The human rights activists arrested in February are not the only political prisoners in Libya. At present their number has to be estimated at about 450 persons. Many have been detained without trial for years: The prominent human rights activist and regime critic Fathi al Jahmi has been detained since 2004 without trial. Dr. Mohamed Hassan Bousedra was sentenced to 10 years prison, although meanwhile he has been in prison for 20 years.

We demand: 

1.
The immediate release of all political prisoners in Libya

2.
Information as to the fate of missing and disappeared persons.

3.
The suspension of all trials against the persons arrested on 16th February  2007 and their immediate release

4.
Guaranteeing of fundamental human rights, in particular the free expression of opinion and political activity
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